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Darfour in Western Sudan is the largest region in Sudan.  It is rich in natural resources, animal wealth and cash crops. It is on the border with Chad, the Central African Republic and Libya. 
The Darfour region consists of three states:
 Table (1) shows the states and area size: 

	The State
	Area
	Equal/ similar area

	North Darfour
	260,000
	Bourkinafaso

	South Darfour
	139,000
	England

	West Darfour
	150,000
	Tunisia


Population 

Darfourian people are ethnically divided into two main parts: 

· Arab roots 

· African roots 

Mainly, there are three activities of Darfourians distributed according to the environment and population group.

Table (2) shows the tribal distribution and their interaction with the environment:
	Activity
	Location
	Environment
	 Roots
	Interaction

	Camel herding 
	North 
	Completely dessert 
	Mixture 
	Frequent conflict

	Cultivation
	Center 
	Rich rain, water, soil hills
	African
	Corresponding, stability

	Cow herding
	South
	Forests with low rain 
	Arabian
	Frequent conflict


Darfourian women are considered the backbone and dynamic elements in the economy of the area. 
70-80% of agricultural products and 80-90% of animal (animal hair, leather, textile, fat, cheese) products are made by women. 
Due to the conflict this role of women changed, now they have become IDPs living in camps.
Religion:
All residents and nomads, “African and Arab”, are Muslim.
Language: 

The main language is Arabic. There are more than 14 local languages in the African tribes.
1. What is the cause of conflict?
The accumulation of several causes and factors over many years has given rise to tensions and conflict between Darfourian communities.
Drought 
The main cause of conflicts is drought.
The drought season fluctuates between 10-12 months in the North and between 7-9 months in the West and South.
Darfour witnessed three periods of drought:  

1957-1960

1972-1974

1982-1984

During these periods, bloody conflicts over land, water, pasture and animal resource were recorded between nomads and residents.
Figure (1) shows the reciprocal relationship between the rate of rainfalls and the beginning of conflict in North Darfour (1950-1990).
Figure (2) shows the reciprocal relationship between the rate of rainfalls and bloody conflicts in 1970-1976.
Figure (3) shows the reciprocal relationship between the rate of rainfalls and bloody conflicts in 1980-1987.
There is approximately one year gap (Latency Phase) between the maximum conflict and minimum rain fall rate.
Table (3) shows the history of reconciliation conferences between parties in the conflict during drought phases in Darfour:
	Conference Date
	 Conflict Actors 
	Conflict  Causes 

	1957
	African against Arab
	Animal (camels ) stolen 

	1968
	Arab against Arab
	Pasture,  animal (cows) stolen 

	1969
	African against Arab 
	Pasture,  water, animals stolen

	1974
	African against African
	Pasture,  water, animals stolen

	1976
	Arab against Arab
	Pasture,  water, animals stolen

	1980
	Arab against Arab + African 
	Pasture,  water, animals stolen

	1980
	Arab against Arab 
	Pasture,  water, animals stolen

	1982
	Arab against Arab +African 
	Pasture, land possession, animals 

	1984
	Arab against Arab 
	Pasture,  water

	1987
	African against African
	Pasture,  animals stolen

	1989
	African against African
	Pasture,  land, animals stolen

	1989
	African against 27 Arab tribes
	Pasture,  land possession,  political issues 

	1990
	African against African
	Pasture, land possession 


2. Historical and Political Situation:
-  From 1650-1917 Darfour was an independent region (Darfour Kingdom). 
-  It became part of the Republic of Sudan during British colonial rule. 

-  Like other remote provinces of Sudan, Darfour has suffered from negligence and marginalization from the central government.
3. The results of conflict:
1. Displacement
2. Ethnical, political discrimination 

In 2004 the war took a maximum curve resulting in a very bad situation of burning and damage of villages. Family members escaped to safety and now stay in camps. 

Women and children are most affected by the conflict. The majority of the displaced are women and children where married women are directly responsible for the family without the help of fathers or husbands. 

Table (4) shows the social/marital status of female IDPs:
	Social Status
	Average

	Married
	14%

	Separated
	15  %

	Divorced
	12 %

	Single
	38 %

	Widow
	22 %


Situation of Water and Sanitation in IDP Camps:
Gender and Water in IDP camps:
· Poor personal hygiene practices and lack of safe drinking water.  The lack of human disposal facilities in IDP camps leaves a high risk of getting diseases, especially among women and children under five. 

· In 2000 six schools were closed in South Darfour because of shortage in water.
· Women waste much time in getting water. This activity takes 150-240 days of family time annually. 
· Water collection is done by women and girls. In most cases this takes girls out of school.
· Hand pump site selection in camps is still the role of men.  
· Men are armed with sticks, knives and machetes to secure the site of hand pumps and storage tanks. 
· Women have succeeded in the field of Hand Pump training but still they have no role in managing these facilities.
Gender and sanitation in IDP Camps:
· Overcrowding. Also, the interruption of normal sanitation habits can threaten the lives of the refugees. 

· Recently, the camps were provided with safe means of human waste disposal through the construction of 1 latrine per house or 1 latrine for every 2 houses instead of public latrines. 
· Environmental health (solid waste disposal, pest and vector control, and health education) activities are absent in the camps.
In Conclusion:
· To find ways of water harvesting for human, livestock and agricultural consumption as plan of the government and some NGOs is one of the major challenges in the development of Darfour. 

· The dramatic deterioration of the situation in the area has resulted in the intervention of various parties to stop the war and misery.
· Because both fighter group are of one religion religious campaigns would succeed as an intervention. It can create a spirit of co-operation and better neighborhood between the fighting groups and it can change local power relations. 

· The Holy Quran instructs:
“We created you as male and female and made you nations and  tribes  so as to know each other”, Sorat Allhojrat,  Ayah 13
Also we have Holy Prophet Mohammed saying:
“All people are partners in three things: water, fodder and fire.”
Recommendations:
· Women are to be involved in decision-making regarding sanitation and water site selection.
· Support facilities of water and sanitation through health education programmes are vital.
· Tension between host and displaced communities should be reduced.
· Infrastructure must be established in villages for the return of displaced people. 

· Enhancement of administration eligibility is important.
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